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stations on British soil 5 and in March, 1910, the company wrote
to the Colonial Office, applying for licences for twenty years to
establish eighteen different stations in England and the Empire,
so as to provide wireless communications between England, India,
Australia, Africa, Canada, and the West Indies. These stations
were to be worked entirely by the company, which did not ask
for a subsidy. No answer having been received, Mr. Godfrey
Isaacs wrote a further letter on November 24, in reply to which
he was informed that the matter was one which would require
consideration by the Imperial Conference to be held at the time
of the Coronation of the new King, George V, in June of the
following year.

But Godfrey Isaacs was not content to let matters rest and on
January 16, 1911, he wrote once more, pressing for an early
decision and pointing out that the German Telefunken Company
were making strenuous efforts to arrange a scheme of wireless
communication round the world, though of course not on British
soil. This time his persistence was not without reward, for the
matter was referred to the Cables (Landing Rights) Committee,
which recommended in May that stations should be established
and owned by the Government, that six should be put in hand at
once, and that immediate steps should be taken to come to favour-
able terms with the Marconi Company for the use of their system
of wireless communication.

It may be noted that this committee did not advocate the
useless formality of asking for tenders, since no other practicable
system was in existence except the Telefunken, which was clearly
ruled out for strategic reasons.

It is interesting to look back upon this correspondence in the
light of events from 1914 to 1918 and to realize how valuable were
Godfrey Isaacs' services in impressing upon the Government the
urgency of the matter from the Imperial point of view and the
danger of allowing the German company to anticipate the British
scheme for the erection of stations. Meanwhile, the proposal
continued its career from one committee to another, and in
June a sub-committee of the Committee of Imperial Defence
reported in favour of the Cable Committee's recommendations.,
adding its own plea that action should be taken before the end of
the year and that arrangements should be made with the Marconi
Company to erect stations at cost plus a percentage to be agreed
between the parties as a reasonable profit. They recommended
that, in the event of failure to arrive at an agreement, the work
should be undertaken by the Admiralty, though actually that
department would have been in grave difficulty in undertaking it,